Make your own set of cards!

50 Literacy Things to Do at Educational Home Shows

It’s easy to do!

1. Print these off* on card stock, postcard size.

2. Punch a hole in the top left corner.

3. Put a metal ring in the holes.

Now you have a very handy, very educational tool that will help you be a qualified Literacy Specialist who does excellent Educational Home Shows – and your business will flourish!
*There are 70 cards, counting the title page, the index, and some topics with more than one page. 

If you have any questions about content–or anything else related to this project–just contact me.

Beckey Thompson, M.Ed., Supervisor, Early Childhood Specialist -- Email: read2day@comcast.net
(574) 257-9020
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Vocabulary-Building Activities 

1. 8 Nursery Rhymes

Experts in literacy and child development have discovered that if children know eight nursery rhymes 

by heart by the time they’re 4 years old, they’re usually among the best readers by the time they’re 8. 

Source: Reading Magic, by Mem Fox, p. 85 

Home Show Game: Stump the Crowd ~ Give out a list of all the names of the nursery rhymes in the Little Book of Nursery Rhymes. Each person selects one. If no one in the room knows it, that person gets something (a raffle ticket, a Hershey’s kiss, etc.). Then that person reads the nursery rhyme out of Little Book of Nursery Rhymes. 

Sample lists

Easy list                                           Hard list

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep
Hot Cross Buns, p. 48

Hey, Diddle Diddle                     
I Had a Little Nut Tree, p. 14

Hickory, Dickory, Dock             
Little Jack Horner, p. 59

Humpty Dumpty                         
Little Tommy Tucker, p. 45

Jack and Jill                                 
Lucy Locket, p. 47

Jack Sprat                                    
Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary, p. 28

Little Bo-Peep                             
Old King Cole, p. 8

Little Boy Blue                            
Rub-a-Dub-Dub, p. 7 

Old Mother Hubbard                   
Seesaw, Margery Daw, p. 37

Little Miss Muffet                        
Simple Simon, p. 25 

Mary Had a Little Lamb              
Sing a Song of Sixpence, p. 5 

Pat-a-Cake                                   
The Grand Old Duke of York, p. 24

Polly Put the Kettle On                
There Was a Crooked Man, p. 13

Pop Goes the Weasel                   
Three Blind Mice, p. 12 

Rock-a-Bye Baby                    
To Market, To Market, p. 43

Three Little Kittens                      
Tom, Tom the Piper’s Son, p. 52

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star        
Wee Willie Winkie, p. 23

2. Adolescents Who Struggle with Reading
Adolescents are often caught in a cycle of failure and have given up. They never saw reading as something they could do; it was something to be avoided. It is helpful when they are allowed to choose books that reflect their actual interests. The only way to improve reading skills is to read! The goal is to whet the students’ appetites and foster an interest in reading that will contribute to their ability to lead full, productive lives. 

This topic is well worth a little more research at:

www.ericdigests.org/1997-1/low.html and www.learningpt.org/literacy/adolescent/overview.php 

Consultants: Your knowledge, along with Usborne’s excellent books, can help in a big way with this issue, both in prevention and remediation.

3. Book Bags
Demonstrate how to create your own combination of a book, an activity suggestion or two, and things to go with it. A Book Bag is a great take-along, a handy way to carry literature and related activities wherever busy people go with children. This is a special, customized Kid Kit of sorts, and it can be done for almost any Usborne book. When you show how to make one, you will spark a lot more ideas in the minds of adults who spend time with young children!

Focus on play-based activities that are less about crafts and more about imagination and creativity. Show parents, teachers, and child care providers how to start with a great Usborne book such as Fairy Tales, add some play figures, puppets, costumes, blank paper & crayons, whatever. Then suggest some activities such as drawing a picture, having a puppet show, acting out the story, etc. It’s very educational, and it is a great way to foster imagination, creative thinking, and a love of books in children!

Consultants: Depending on your venue, you might even want to create some of these to sell, already packaged!

4. Books with Read-Along CDs
Benefits: associate letters with words, words with meaning; enjoy hearing the story over and over again; start to recognize familiar words; start to read along! 

Some skills to learn: hold a book right side up, turn to the front of the book to begin, follow the words with your eyes as the voice reads them, turn pages at the appropriate time when the story is being read. 

Usborne note: that’s why CDs w/ no page-turning beeps are good! Young Reader CDs read the story twice: first without, then with beeps. FYT and Bible CDs: no page-turning cues, which is good because the narration is done at a very natural, story-telling pace, with simple music and sound effects that enrich, not detract from, the story. 

A Home Show is a great place to play a 60-second sample, which will demonstrate the educational benefits of this valuable book/CD experience.

Suggestion for parents, teachers, and child care providers: You can make your own audio tape by reading the story yourself! It is very acceptable to play a tape of your voice to your child when you aren’t available to read in person. One-on-one is the preferred way, of course, but when that isn’t possible, your voice on a recording is the next-best thing!

5. Boys and Books

· The facts are these: Boys take longer to learn to read than girls do. Boys read less often. Girls tend to comprehend better than boys do. 

· 14-year-old boys listed these as their top obstacles to reading: 


Boring/no fun: 39.3%


No time/too busy: 29.8%


Like other activities better: 11.1%


Can’t get into the stories: 7.7%


I’m not good at it: 4.3% 

· Choices of reading material: Boys read less fiction than girls. Boys are more inclined to read informational texts. Some boys are passionate about fantasy. Boys tend to enjoy escapism and humor. Source: www.reading.org/publications/reading-today/samples/RTY-0408-boys.html
What can we do about this? Be aware of the differences between boys and girls when it comes to reading, and then provide boys with plenty of the kinds of books they prefer, from the time they are very young. Usborne has the absolute best selection of these types of books: non-fiction, informational books of all kinds, fantasy (Star-Knight-Sword Quests), escapism (Knight’s and Pirate Handbooks), and humor (joke books, books about toilets and garbage). Go ahead, consultants, plug in even more titles that appeal to boys of all ages!

6. Cooking, Art, Science – and LITERACY!

(Part 1 of 2)

Important literacy skills are present in cooking, 

art, and science activities!

The best learning takes place when you do these things with your child, so here are some ways to make it happen.

Cooking

1. Cook together and chat while you do. When you cook with children, they learn how to combine ingredients, mix, stir, and taste. But they also learn language. They use nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs as they talk about what they’re doing. 

2. Read a recipe together. The recipe is made of words and pictures that communicate exactly what to do. By doing each step in order, the finished product will be delicious!
3. Plan a grocery list. Collect any coupons you can find. Shop together. 

4. Read! Usborne has the best kid-friendly cookbooks & recipe card sets!

5. Make your own menus. 

6. Make place-card labels with everyone's name. 

7. Read food labels and talk about nutrition. 

8. Make at least one meal a day when you can all sit down together and talk about your day. Conversation builds vocabulary and togetherness.

http://pbskids.org/lions/parentsteachers/resources/tips/

Continued on the next page

6. Cooking, Art, Science – and LITERACY!

(Part 2 of 2)

Art

• Expand vocabulary & language: introduce words describing art elements such as color (warm, cool, bright, dull), line (straight, zigzag, wavy, curly), shape (round, square, oval, diamond), space (near, far, inside, on top of), and texture (smooth, rough, bumpy, prickly). Ask questions that encourage children to express their thoughts and feelings through art.

• Use books that call attention to artists and their styles of painting, such as Art Treasury, and Children’s Book of Art.
• Knowledge of print: have them sign their names to their pictures. With their permission, write children's descriptions of their work directly on their artwork.

Science Discoveries

• Build vocabulary and language by talking with children about their discoveries. Use every opportunity to introduce new vocabulary as they touch, feel, taste, hear, and observe objects and living things. (“The caterpillar has spun a cocoon.” “This sap from the wood is very sticky.”) Encourage them to describe what they are doing. (“I can make the Ping-Pong ball move fast when I blow into the straw really hard.”)

• Help children gain a knowledge of print by writing down their experiences and their discoveries. (“Annabelle found 3 shells that are alike.” “Joel discovered that the fresh egg floats on water.”)

• Use books to find information. (“Let's see if we can find the name of this insect in our book, Bugs.”)

• Read stories about science and discovery topics such as The Enormous Turnip, or In the Pond.

Source: Creative Curriculum for Preschoolers, Teaching Strategies, Inc.
7. Dictating Journals & Writing Stories
Journals or stories dictated by children are excellent ways to build self-awareness, express feelings and events, and learn important literacy skills. They also help you track their progress and find out what they are thinking. This is easy to do, once you get into the habit. Keep a notebook or a clipboard handy, and ask your child to tell you what she wants you to write. At first it’s hard to get him/her thinking in terms of something to say, but with practice, it will come easier. 

• It can be a sort of diary about what she did that day, or what she wants to do another day. (“We saw a red bird today. It landed right in front of us.” or “Today I shopped for shoes.”)

• It can be what he’s thinking about any topic. (“Joey has a big dog, but he doesn’t have fish. I think a dog is more fun.”)

• It can be what she’s feeling that she may not have had a chance to express; any emotion at all is acceptable. (“I really don’t like it when I have to make my bed!”)

• It can also be a story that he made up. 

Whatever it is, you write it exactly as she says it. Make sure she knows you’re writing what she says. Date it and put it in the same place every time, where it’s easy to find. Occasionally, take out all the dictation and read them to him. He will be proud of his “writings,” and he will get even more ideas of what he wants to say next time.

Source: Bev Bos, nationally-recognized expert on Early Childhood Education, turnthepage.com

8. Earlier Is NOT Better!

Little children soak up knowledge like mini-sponges. They must learn how to read, but earlier is not better. Proceed with caution – a rosebud would be damaged if forced to open its blossom before it is ready. Beware of early childhood programs that push strict academics on young children in an inappropriate way, void of hands-on exploration & discovery, the freedom to experiment, and opportunities to learn through play. Rigid academic instruction may produce short-term results, but in the long term, children may show signs of being pushed too hard too early: 


(a) They can develop a permanent dislike for books and for reading.


(b) They may lose their enthusiasm for all learning. 


(c) They will often exhibit low self-esteem and confidence, along with a feeling that they just 




can’t learn. 

Rewards are great when we practice developmentally appropriate methods! 

Note to consultants: know your audience before you present this information, since it can be controversial, although it is based on research in child development! To learn more about this issue, the best resource is the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), www.naeyc.org, specifically the joint position statement from NAEYC and the International Reading Association (IRA): http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/psread0.asp. Also check out Early Years Are Learning Years, about the importance of the early years for children's learning and all aspects of development: http://www.naeyc.org/ece/eyly/. (Note: This topic is not referring to Your Baby Can Read! YBCR does not consist of rigid, academic instruction at an early age. It uses completely different techniques.)

9. Earn the Oscar for “Best Performance by a 

Grown-Up Reader!” (Part 1 of 2)
Consultants: this is one of the most entertaining things you can do at a Home Show, and it’s a great way to emphasize the importance of reading aloud and doing it well. Award-winning reading aloud is not hard to do, but it will take a little practice and a really great story. Some good places to start are the story books: Fairy Stories, Bedtime Stories, Stories from Around the World, Aesop’s Fables, Stories of Knights and Castles. You won’t read the whole story at a Home Show; you’ll just do the first line, a couple of excerpts to demonstrate the other techniques, and then the last line. 

Details:
(a) When you read the same book over and over again, read the book in exactly the same way every time. Think of a movie you’ve seen more than once. What if, when it gets to your favorite part, they changed it! You were looking forward to that one scene or that one line, and it’s not the same anymore! You feel cheated, and you are very disappointed! In the same way, a special favorite read-aloud book must sound the same each time so it will still be satisfying, exciting, and fun to your child. Only then will the experience be one that will build on your child’s love of books and desire to read independently! 

(Continued on the next page)

9. Earn the Oscar for “Best Performance by a 

Grown-Up Reader!” (Part 2 of 2)
(b) Eyes: the story ought to be in the eyes as much as it’s in the mouth.

(c) Expressive voice: don’t be absurd or embarrassing, but be highly interesting; not cutesy, sugary, or patronizing–never talk down to children! 

Loud and soft

Fast and slow

High and low

p-a-u-s-e

(d) The first line should be sensational! Grab the audience and don’t let them go.

(e) The ending: badly read endings are the tragic ruin of many an excellent story. 

Make it mesmerizing. 

A rapid finish feels oddly wrong. So D-r-a-g   o-u-t   t-h-a-t   l-a-s-t   l-i-n-e; the more slowly you say it, the more satisfied the listeners will be.

Source: Reading Magic by Mem Fox

10. Emotional Intelligence vs. Intelligence Quotient: 

EQ vs. IQ

(Part 1 of 3)

Children who have trouble being accepted by peers are 2-8 times more likely to drop out. Street gangs substitute for families. Schoolyard insults end in stabbings. This is an important topic! Consultants: the part that has the most relevance to our work is this statement: Children who are depressed or angry literally cannot learn. So when parents and teachers are frustrated by a child’s struggle with reading, it is very valuable for them to know about Emotional Intelligence. It may very well be that what they need to do is to help children manage intense feelings, frustration, unfairness, and loneliness. A child who is emotionally healthy is a child who can enjoy learning! (Consultants: Use that previous statement to tie in the relevance of this topic with Usborne books! People who attend your home shows want their children to succeed in school, and a healthy EQ is essential. You will be doing them a great service by opening up this topic to them! This is also a good topic to speak about when you do other kinds of presentations for different groups in your community!) 

Why is there a demand in today’s world for “remedial emotional education?”

• Street gangs substitute for families.

• We continue to struggle with teen pregnancy and drug abuse.

• Schoolyard insults end in stabbings – or worse!

• The majority of children murdered in this country are killed by parents or step-parents.

Continued on the next page

10. EQ vs. IQ (Part 2 of 3)
In the corporate world, IQ gets you hired, but EQ gets you promoted. Collaborators and networkers can get others to cooperate, thus reaching their goals. Franklin Roosevelt had a high EQ. Nixon was a brilliant man, but he was an EQ disaster.

What is Emotional Intelligence?

1. Understanding your own feelings: Self-awareness lets us exercise self-control.

2. Having empathy for others: If the feelings children begin to express are not recognized and reinforced by the adults around them, they not only stop expressing those feelings, but they also become less able to recognize them in themselves or others.

3. Delaying gratification:  The Marshmallow Test! A child was put in a room with a marshmallow on a plate on the table. As the adult had to leave for a moment, he told her that if she didn’t eat the marshmallow while he was gone, he would give her TWO when he came back. A hidden camera showed the reactions of different children. Some ate the marshmallow almost immediately. Others tried to resist but gave in after a little while. But a few did whatever it took to keep from eating it, including turning their backs on it, or doing something to keep their minds off it, such as singing or humming. These various reactions are indicators of the ability to delay gratification, which is an important component of Emotional Intelligence.

10. EQ vs. IQ (Part 3 of 3)
What is Emotional Intelligence? (continued)

4. Valuing interpersonal skills.

5. Having character.

6. Being able to handle stress.

Recent events have shown that children who feel rejected or made fun of by their classmates sometimes act out in violent, even deadly, ways. Self-esteem is very important, but so is self-control! It’s okay to be angry, but it’s not okay to hurt others, yourself, or things.

We must help children learn to manage anger (intense feelings targeted outwardly or inwardly), frustration, unfairness (real or imagined), and loneliness. We can teach children to effectively and appropriately deal with these feelings!
Source unknown

For information about dealing with feelings: “What Do You Do With the Mad That You Feel?” a pamphlet from Family Communications, Inc., producers of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. Many other resources are also available from Family Communications, including  “Helping Children with Tragic Events in the News.” www.fci.org

11. Entertainment vs. Education: Do We Have to Choose?

“Too often, picture books that do not include an obvious lesson or heavy-handed moral are viewed less favorably by adults…who often believe that children’s books should be like a vitamin supplement – a daily dosage of medicine with a sweet, colorful outer shell. The same adults who send jokes and humorous stories to family and friends often cannot appreciate that children like humor in their books as much as adults like wit in their e-mail messages. All readers have the right to expect enjoyment! The pressure is on for teachers and parents to push skills in a no-nonsense, grim approach to early literacy. But enjoyment is not the opposite of learning.” 

          -- Mary Renck Jalongo, Young Children and Picture Books  

“We don’t need drills and skills, or horrible workbooks, or expensive programs. Entertainment is the teacher.” 

           -- Mem Fox, Reading Magic 

Consultants: Use this as a jumping-off point to highlight all the books that are just plain fun. Parents will need this reaffirmation 

that children can laugh and learn at the same time!

Partial list of fun books (some are even fun-NY!) (
A Squirrel’s Tale

Aesop’s Fables

Chocolate Island

Cowboys

Little Book of Fairy Stories

Little Book of Nursery Rhymes

Pirate’s Handbook

Poems for Little Children

Stories from Around the World

The Emperor’s New Clothes

There’s a Dragon at My School

There’s a Monster in My House

There’s a Mouse About the 


House

Toilets, Telephones…

What Happens to Your Food? 


last page is a HOOT! (
Who’s Making That Noise?

Who’s Making That Smell?
Who’s Making That Mess?

12. Environmental Print: Words Are All Around Us!

Some of the very first exposure our children have to written symbols as words is through environmental print.  These are words found within children’s natural surroundings—for instance, on road signs, grocery labels, and fast-food signs: STOP, McDonald’s, and Cheerios. Playing with environmental print is a great way for children to start developing knowledge about reading and writing even before they have had any formal reading instruction. Drawing attention to words on billboards, cereal boxes, and so forth, is a way of teaching children letters and words in meaningful contexts.  So go ahead and point out that Kroger sign (letter K), the Corn Flakes cereal box, the Taco Bell sign, and more. 

But why stop there? Create your own “environmental print!” If we show a toddler a picture of a cat and tell her it is a cat, we can also show her the word “cat” and tell her it says cat!  Make labels for your house, such as door, TV, wall, chair, table, mirror, sink, tub, bed, rug, etc. Some labels may be written in your native language or in another language. And keep making new ones. When children see the same labels day after day, they tend to tune them out. So as they seem to lose interest in some labels, make different ones; in fact, have your child help make new ones. 

Sources: Consultant Kat Hall, and Family-Friendly Communications for Early Childhood Programs, D. Diffily and K. Morrison
13. Fairy Tales: Too Shocking or Violent?


(a) Getting your just desserts: Experts tell us that many young criminals who have never been exposed to the cause-and-effect elements that abound in stories–particularly fairy tales–literally cannot imagine the consequences of their crimes. To correct this, some rehabilitation programs actually include reading stories aloud to young offenders.


(b) Larger-than-life: Fairy tales provide children with rules for living; they’re grand examples of love and sorrow, courage and fortitude, being brave against the odds, living by one’s wits, and caring for the down-trodden.


(c) Imagining a far-away land: A book of fairy tales with few pictures can be great because the children have to work a little harder to imagine and create their own pictures.

       (d) Too shocking, scary, or violent? When children are listening to these often horrifying fairy tales, they will become silent, fascinated, upset, appalled, aghast, and they may even cry. But if they feel deliciously safe with us while the story is being read–and indeed this is essential–the more often they will want to relive the drama. In frightening stories, it’s someone else’s drama, which is why frightening stories are so appealing. And in the end, the child is rescued by a life buoy of happiness when the good live happily ever after, and the bad come to a sticky end. Some adults are squeamish about this high level of emotion, but child psychologists say the whole point is to allow us to experience troubled realities that are different from our own, to empathize, and to make judgments. 

If we sanitize everything children read, how much more shocking and confusing will the real world be when they finally have to face it? 

Source: Reading Magic, by Mem Fox, pp. 137-138

14. Fingerplays and Action Songs

Fingerplays are rhythm and movements for hands and fingers. Action songs may involve the whole body. 

These are fun ways to learn! 

As children learn fingerplays and action songs, they learn the names of body parts, numbers, and shapes. 

They also learn other concepts and skills, including 

     (a) Manual dexterity and muscle control 

     (b) A sense of rhythm of speech and music 

     (c) New vocabulary

     (d) The ability to follow directions 

     (e) A grasp of order and sequence 

     (f) Increased attention span 

     (g) Listening skills 

Source: Family-Friendly Communications for Early Childhood 

Programs, D. Diffily and K. Morrison, p. 48

Related books

First Picture Action Rhymes

First Picture Nursery Rhymes

First Picture Playground Games

Nursery Rhyme Treasury

Happy Baby
…and more
15. Flashcards = PLAYCARDS
Consultants: To make sure these fantastic cards are not being misused, never show them without taking a moment to demonstrate at least one way to use them in a developmentally-appropriate way! (Refer to the idea suggestions inside the box of cards. If you’re showing a set of flashcards that doesn’t have an idea card inside, find an appropriate suggestion to share at your Home Show.  The Message Board is a good place to start.) 

There are still a few parents (and teachers) out there who have good intentions but tend to see flashcards as “work” to do with young children. A child’s natural-born love of learning can be squelched if the activities make them feel pressure, or if they think there’s a right-or-wrong answer involved! Find good ways to use flashcards, and there are hundreds of them! Focus on the positive, and your customers will follow suit. 

Source: Supervisor Beckey Thompson, passionate advocate of developmentally-appropriate practices for young children 
16. Gifted Children, 5 Ways to Nurture Them

(1) Follow your child's lead. What does your child enjoy? What does your child seem to be good at? Provide opportunities for your child to works with things he or she enjoys or is good at. For example, if your child loves dinosaurs, get books about dinosaurs, fiction and non-fiction. Get games and puzzles about dinosaurs. Go see dinosaurs at museums. If your child is good at music or a sport, provide opportunities for him or her to learn an instrument or play a sport. 

(2) Expand your child's interests. Expose your child to new things.

(3) Be creative. Gifted children love to think and solve problems, so provide them with ample opportunities for doing so.

(4) Look for outside activities. 

(5) Keep a variety of resources at home.

Source: http://giftedkids.about.com/od/nurturinggiftsandtalents/tp/

simplenurture.htm

Consultants: It won’t take very long for you to look up this website and find more descriptions on each of the 5 things. Every single one of them can be related in some way to our books!
17. Honey, I Shrunk the Alphabet!

The ABCs are okay, but research shows the alphabet has very little to do with learning to read. Go beyond the ABCs – ditch the workbooks – discover more exciting and effective ways to lead children along the gentle path to reading! 

ABCs are okay, but not through formal teaching techniques – make it real, make it part of their everyday lives, make it FUN, make it so subtle they hardly know they’re learning! 

Big Question: What is could be more important than the alphabet? Big Answer: READING ALOUD is more important because it builds excitement and an eagerness to learn to read independently! 

Consultants: This is a good place to include information from some of the other 50 Literacy Things to Do: Earn the Oscar, Thousand Stories, Reading Aloud: A Chocolate Experience, Spontaneous Reading Games, The Gentle Path to Reading, and/or Think Aloud–Read Aloud.

18. It’s Never Too Late to Start!

No matter what age your child is, the time to start reading to them is now. You can’t begin too soon, so start today. 

8 Ideas for Getting Started

     (1) Keep books handy.

     (2) Choose books your child likes. 

     (3) Set a special time for reading. 

     (4) Read at bedtime. 

     (5) Don’t panic if you miss a day. 

     (6) Read for15 minutes. 

     (7) Talk about the story as (or after) you read. Take the time to savor the experience together.

     (8) Get others in on the reading action: both parents, siblings, grandparents, other relatives and friends. 

Source: Read to Me: Raising Kids Who Love to Read, Bernice Cullinan, pp. 35-38

19. Jigsaw Puzzles: Brainfood for Young Minds

(a) Eye movement and eye-hand coordination help prepare children for reading. Experiences between the ages of 0 and 3 help lay the foundation children need for lifelong self confidence and problem solving, and empowers them to explore, make mistakes, and learn. 

 (b) Puzzles may be educational in content, helping children learn basic skills (counting, alphabet) and about their world (animals, transportation, careers). Well-made, quality products combine these educational values with fun.

 (c) The social aspect of working a puzzle: Doing puzzles is a social literacy activity rich with conversations about the process, about the story represented by the picture, and about the children's personal experiences connected to the picture. 

 (d) Puzzles encourage concentration, they aid in fostering coordination and color matching, and they still are fun. What more could we want?! 

http://wwwpuzzlesplus.net/Products/benefits_of_puzzles_and_games_j.htm

20. Make a Family Book


Holiday Book ~ Make a book with your child that shows your family’s holiday traditions. Include a section on special food, house decorations, family traditions, and activities. You are not only involving your child in reading and writing, but you are also passing along your family heritage. Consultants: Suggest an expansion of this idea by exploring Peoples of the World to discover what other families are like.


Rainy Day Book  ~ Staple a few sheets of paper together to create a book with your child as the illustrator. Write down the sounds of rain (ping, splash, patter). Draw pictures of rain equipment (boots, raincoats, umbrellas). Draw pictures of your neighborhood in the rain (building, people, animals). Read a book about rain. (The Rainy Day) Seeing other illustrations about rain will give your children models for their own books. 

Source: Read to Me, by Bernice Cullinan, pp. 45-46 

Expand this idea!

1. Make a Dream Book, where each family member cuts out pictures of things they would like to have, places they would like to go, or things they would like to do.

2. Make a Pet Book about real or imaginary adventures of your pet, for example: Pepper the Pirate, or Ginger Thinks She’s a Princess. 

3. Make a Rhyming Book about your family, patterned after Usborne phonics readers, for example, Joshua’s Path to the Bath. 

4. Choose a topic from a favorite Usborne book and personalize it for your family. Ex: Cody Ramsey Is Going to the Doctor! 

5. Let your child think of other topics for family-made books.

21. Math, Science, and Girls

• Talking Barbie: In 1992, Mattel Toys put the first talking Barbie doll on the market. Barbie's first words were, “Math class is tough.” Mattel thought they were simply expressing the feelings of most school-age girls. Many parents and teachers, though, thought Barbie should keep her mouth shut. As a result, Barbie stopped talking! 

• Can girls do math and science? Boys continue to outperform girls on standardized tests of math and science achievement. At the same time, girls' attitudes about math and science have become more negative. Many girls feel that they are not good at math and science and say that they don’t like these subjects. These trends are troubling because girls' grades in math and science classes are often equal to or better than those of boys. In other words, girls can do math and science. 

• Attitudes affect college & career choices! Nevertheless, in high school when students are allowed to choose courses, girls are more likely than boys to opt out of advanced math and science. As a result, girls are often less prepared for certain academic disciplines. This limits both their college major and career choices! 

• What can we do? The question is: Why do we see these differences, and what can we do about it? 
For ideas, start here: www.nncc.org/Curriculum/sac52_math.science.girls.html 
What do parents buy for girls? 


YES: 123 Flashcards, First Picture Math 


MAYBE: Science in the Kitchen


NO: Illustrated Dictionary of Physics 

After all, 123 Flashcards are “acceptable” because the girls are young, but the Illustrated Dictionary of Physics?? Puh-leeze!! 

(This is tongue-in-cheek, of course! Consultants, go out there

and show them what’s right!)
22. Open-Ended Questions Can Double the Learning!

(Part 1 of 2)

Open-ended questions have more than one right answer. They help children develop imagination and creativity, which leads to problem solving and the ability to think outside the box. They also help foster self-confidence and the desire to take risks and try something new. These are skills that will allow children to be successful throughout their lives! 

~ ~ ~ ~

 (a) For Young Children

Idea Starters: Asking Open-Ended Questions

(1) Closed questions (questions with one right answer):

       How much is two plus two?       What color is this?

       Which one do you like?             Where is the green ball?

We can tell immediately when we've asked closed questions, because children respond with yes, no, or a single-word answer.

(2) Open-ended questions (questions with many right answers):

         I wonder . . .                          Why do you think…?

         Describe what you see.          What does this look like to you?

         How does that happen?          Why did it work that way?

         What might she be feeling?    How can you tell?

         How is this different?            What do you think about that? 

 (3) When asking open-ended questions it is essential to accept children's answers. Let children know their ideas are valued by showing respect for their responses. 

 (4) To ask more open-ended questions, we ourselves have to become more open-ended thinkers, and more creative in our ideas. 

Source: www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200609/SherwoodBTJ.asp

22. Open-Ended Questions Can Double the Learning!
(Part 2 of 2)

(b) For Older Students

 (1) Open-ended questions require complex thinking and yield multiple solutions. Such questions also require more from students than simply memorizing facts. Open-ended questions focus on students' understanding, their ability to reason, and their ability to apply knowledge in less traditional contexts. As computers become repositories for information, business experts have noted an increasing need for people who can manage information, see patterns, identify needs, and solve problems. 

 (2) Open-ended questions in reading: In the last few years, educators have refined and expanded their ideas and concepts about reading and thinking. Two main themes have emerged from this research:

     * Readers assume constantly shifting attitudes while trying to understand any text.
     * Literature is a powerful context for teaching and learning critical thought.

 (3) General guidelines for developing open-ended questions
* Stress communication. Continually ask students to explain and to expand on their ideas, both in discussion and in written form. Let language become a vehicle for thought. Often, it is only through language that we clarify our thinking.
* Have students apply their skills in practical contexts. Set problems in the context of current affairs or the immediacy of everyday decisions. That will motivate students, and you will help them realize the relevancy of their learning and encourage them to begin transferring that knowledge to different contexts.

Source: http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=3&n=4

23. Oprah’s Book Club: Bring It Home!

Start a Martin* Family Book Club! 

(*Your name here)

If Oprah can do it, why can’t we? Shift from sitting and dozing to reading and thinking! 

If Oprah's audience is so reluctant, how did she motivate them? Having selected the book, Oprah simply walked out and talked about the book she had selected. She talked about the book animatedly, passionately, and sincerely. No writing, no tests, no dumb dioramas to make, just good old-fashioned enthusiasm for something she had read. What can we apply from this to our work with children? Well, let's eliminate – not all, but much of the writing they're required to do whenever they read. (“The more we read, we more we gotta write, so let's read less and we can work less, right?”) We adults don't do it when we read, so why are we forcing children to do it? It hasn't created a nation of writers or readers. 

Instead, let's schedule more time to talk animatedly about what we're reading.
Source: www.trelease-on-reading.com/rah_chpt7_p1.html 

24. Parents Make It Happen!

Consultants: Talk about the importance of parents being actively involved in their children’s literacy experiences. When we say, “You are your child’s first teacher,” that’s all well and good, but many parents don’t know exactly what that means. They often feel guilty because they don’t know how to “teach” their children, and they may think they aren’t doing enough of what they’re supposed to do! So our job as Educational Consultants and Literacy Specialists is to give them some ideas of simple ways they can guide their children along the path to literacy. There are many Usborne products that do just that!  (Start making a list right now!)

One is the Puzzle Adventure series. Those books have much more educational value when a parent and a child experience them together! We want to empower parents by showing them ways to help their children with reading. Use the descriptions from the catalog, which are excellent, to help you expand on the educational benefits of these books.

Whatever titles or series you highlight, make it a point to encourage parents by acknowledging the value of whatever they’re already doing right now with their children! Then give them additional tools to use in their everyday lives. Our books are a gold mine in this area! 
25. Pizza Box Portfolio

     Keep a collection of your child’s pictures and writings. Saving your child’s work lets her know that what she does is important to the whole family. And she (and you) can chart her progress over months and years! 

     The easiest way to keep track of what she does is to put her work in a clean, new pizza box. Label it with your child’s name, and keep it on top of the refrigerator, in plain sight but not where it will get misplaced. 

     What to put in it: 

   (a) Pictures and art work ~ Whenever possible, ask your child what he wants to write on it, or about it. (Don’t ever say, “What is this?” Just comment on the colors, or the hard work he did, and then write the date on it and whatever else he wants it to say.) When he is old enough, he can write his comments and name on his artwork himself. 

   (b) Dictation (See Literacy Activity: “Dictating Journals”) 

   (c) Writing samples ~ From the time your child is old enough to pick up a pencil and scribble on a piece of paper, she is learning to write! (See Literacy Activity, “Stages of Writing”) When you date them and save them, you will have visual documentation of her progress! Then when she begins writing words and sentences, she may choose to have some of them saved in her own personal portfolio (it’s that pizza box again)! 

     Writing is an important part of reading; the two go hand in hand. After the mechanics of writing are mastered, your child will begin to put her thoughts on paper; she may even write stories. Whatever she does, she is building her literacy skills right there in her own home!

26. PLAY Is Not a 4-Letter Word!

(Part 1 of 3)

If it’s not in the hand, it’s not in the brain! Children must explore, experiment, discover things on their own, try something and fail, then try again. 

Here are two of the most important principles of child development about how children learn: 

(a) Active learners ~ Children learn by being active! Young children actively learn from watching and interacting with other children and adults. They need to form their own ideas and keep trying them out through firsthand experiences such as using objects (e.g. seeing a ball go up in the air and then fall down). Through these experiences, they continually reshape, expand, and reorganize their mental structures.

 (b) Play is an important vehicle for children’s social, emotional, and cognitive development. During play, a child can learn to deal with emotions, interact with others, resolve conflicts, and gain a sense of competence–all in the safety that only play affords. Children’s play gives adults insights into children’s development so we can support the development of new strategies. Child-initiated, adult-supported play is an essential component of developmentally appropriate practice. 

Source: Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs, Revised Edition, S. Bredekamp and C. Copple, Editors

26. PLAY Is Not a 4-Letter Word!

(Part 2 of 3)
What skills can children learn through play?
Reading, writing, and math are the academic areas parents are most concerned about at this age. 

Here are some of the skills required and how children can gain the knowledge they need through play. 

(Play areas can be found in preschool, child care, or in the home.)

Academic Area #1: READING, 6 Skills

1. Skill: Visual discrimination (similarities & differences)


Play Areas: Blocks, Art, Table Toys, Books & Quiet Area, 


Story Time, Science Area, Sand & Water

2. Skill: Vocabulary development


Play Areas: Dramatic Play & all other play areas where 


children talk to each other

3. Skill: Expressive language (speaking) & receptive 


language (listening)


Play Areas: Dramatic Play & all other play areas where 


children talk to each other

4. Skill: Form (shapes) & letter identification


Play Areas: Blocks, Table Toys, Science Area, Sand & 


Water, Books & Quiet Area, Story Time 

5. Skill: Awareness of print


Play Areas: Books & Quiet Area, Story Time, and all 


places in the room where words are displayed

6. Skill: Phonemic awareness (ability to distinguish, separate,


and integrate sounds of letters & words)


Play Areas: Music, Story Time, Listening Area

(Continued on the next page)

26. PLAY Is Not a 4-Letter Word!

(Part 3 of 3)

Academic Area #2: WRITING, 3 Skills

1. Skill: Eye-hand coordination


Play Areas: Blocks, Art, Table Toys, Sand & Water, 


Sensory-Tactile Table

2. Skill: Fine motor control


Play Areas: Art, Blocks, Table Toys, Sand & Water, 


Sensory-Tactile Table

3. Skill: Creativity & personal expression


Play Areas: Dramatic Play, Art, Music & Movement,

 
   Outdoor Play, Blocks
Academic Area #3: MATHEMATICS, 4 Skills

1. Skill: Sorting, classifying, matching, patterning, measuring


Play Area: Blocks, Table Toys, Sand & Water, Art

2. Skill: Understanding cause & effect

Play Area: Blocks, Sand & Water, Sensory-Tactile Table, 

Dramatic Play, Outdoor Play

3. Skill: Observation & problem-solving

Play Area: All play areas

4. Skill: Concepts of dimension, size, space, one-to-one 

correspondence

Play Area: Blocks, Table Toys, Sand & Water, Sensory-Tactile Table, Dramatic Play, Outdoor Play

Source: The Creative Curriculum for Preschool, 4th edition, 

Teaching Strategies, Inc. www.teachingstrategies.com
27. Pretend to be Vicky or Fred ~

Make a Dramatic Play Corner!

.


Dramatic play is central to children's healthy development and learning during the preschool years. It inspires creative and imaginative play. Children break through the restrictions of reality as they pretend to be someone or something different from themselves and make up situations and actions that go along with the role they choose. When children engage in dramatic play, they deepen their understanding of the world and develop skills that will serve them throughout their lives. 


Research shows that children’s language and literacy skills can be enhanced through socio-dramatic play when adults provide props, space, time, and conversations. Literacy benefits from dramatic play: 
(1) Vocabulary and language: names of props (e.g., stethoscope, briefcase, hard hat, menu), conversations with others. Ask questions such as, “You look all dressed up. Where are you going?” Read stories on topics that children use in their dramatic play, such as going to the doctor or visiting a farm. (Things People Do, First Experiences, Farmyard Tales, Jobs People Do series, Look and Say – Beach, Town, etc.) 
(2) Exploration of print, letters, and words with writing tools and paper (note pads, prescription pads, eye charts, posters, stationery, envelopes). Offer props such as telephone books, maps, and empty food boxes with labels. 

Source: The Creative Curriculum for Preschool, 4th edition, 


     Teaching Strategies, Inc. www.teachingstrategies.com

28. Psychological Benefits of Reading, for the Elderly


(a) Fighting Alzheimer's can be done by exercising the brain with such things as reading, jigsaw puzzles, or chess. People in their 70s who regularly participated in hobbies that were intellectually challenging during their younger years tended to be protected from Alzheimer's disease. 

Source:  www.puzzlesplus.net/how_puzzles_help.htm

(b) “We conclude that an active, engaged lifestyle, emphasizing mental activity and educational pursuits in early life can have a positive impact on cognitive functioning in late life.” Source: Article ~ “Cognitive Functioning in Healthy Aging,” by Thomas Fritsch et al, published by Gerontological Society of America


(c) Leisure activities may predict the risk of cognitive impairment in the elderly: Participation in cognitive leisure activities are linked to a lower risk of mild cognitive impairment in the elderly, according to study findings published in the March, 2006 issue of Neurology. 

Source: www.medscape.com/viewarticle/530399
29. Reading Aloud: a “Chocolate” Experience!

Consultants: This is one of the best ways to point out the differences between an average book and an Usborne book! Books that are in the check-out line at the store, books that are based on movies or TV shows, and books that feature toys are just not good children’s literature! In contrast, our books are funny, suspenseful, and exciting – able to entertain and educate at the same time. Think about this: if you were a preschooler or a toddler and the only books that were read to you were about 2-dimensional movie characters, you would soon lose interest. But if you got to hear stories about knights & princesses, pigs, the moon, and a naked Emperor, you would want to hear them over and over again! And as you listened, you would start wanting to read all by yourself…and so begins the path to reading! It has to be fun, or it won’t work! 

Mem Fox says in her book Reading Magic, “It is enough just to be together. Never be tense, never be quiet – be noisy and wild in your discoveries and in your togetherness. When the child is relaxed enough, (s)he can begin learning to read in a short time and want to go on learning. Reading aloud shouldn’t be thought of as a grimacing This Is Good For Your Child; have a rollicking good time – make it a delicious “chocolate” kind of experience!” 
30. Reading Aloud: What’s So Good About It?
(1) Feelings of warmth and security

(2) Expands vocabularies 

(3) Creates an appreciation of the value of print 

(4) Promotes knowledge of the mechanics of reading left to right, and top to bottom 

(5) Helps understanding of a sequence of events 

(6) Teaches basic grammar and story structure 

(7) Teaches new vocabulary words 

(8) Shows how to associate the words with the pictures on the page 

Source: Read to Me, Bernice Cullinan

Consultants: This list can be very boring, but it doesn’t have to be! It works best when we take just a few of these points and connect them to actual books, demonstrating how they work. All it takes is some creativity on your part, and some excellent Usborne books to go with it, then POOF! You have yourself an effective educational presentation that is fun and profitable at the same time!

31. Reading Aloud: When Do You Stop?

(Part 1 of 2)

6 Reasons to Keep Reading Aloud Even

After Children Learn to Read on Their Own

     (1) Reading aloud establishes a close, loving bond between a parent and a child that can be forged in no better way. When you read to your child at home, you are telling them, “You are important to me. You are safe and secure. We do things together as a family that are fun, wholesome, and worthwhile. We spend time with you because we care about you!”

     (2) Reading aloud is a social event. We tend to talk about a story while reading, and we continue to talk about it long after the reading is over.

     (3) Children can understand more sophisticated and complicated books that are read to them than the books they can read alone. And think about this: a child is not likely to understand a word in reading that she has never heard. For example, if she has never heard the word “earthquake,” she is not likely to recognize it or understand it when she sees it in a book. But she will learn the meaning from hearing you read it and talk about it! So choose books above their reading level when reading aloud, and you’ll be expanding their vocabularies.

Continued on the next page

31. Reading Aloud: When Do You Stop?

(Part 2 of 2)

6 Reasons to Keep Reading Aloud Even

After Children Learn to Read on Their Own

 (continued)


(4) Reading aloud can be not only educational, it can be just plain fun, especially when you choose great books! (Consultants: you can go crazy here, suggesting book after book that will make a great read-aloud for older children! Start with Stories from Around the World and A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and then go on to A Turn in the Grave and True Stories of Heroes, with much more in between!) 


(5) Reading aloud to your child opens doors to worlds unknown. You can go to places you could never go in real life through books. But even more important than learning about the world, you can start to see the world through the eyes of another person. (Consultants: dozens of non-fiction titles fit here!) 


(6) Reading aloud builds your child’s desire to read. Children learn that exciting stories come from books, and reading is worth the effort. Books can be a treasure of imaginative stories, engaging illustrations, and lilting language. 

Source: Read to Me, Bernice Cullinan, pp. 19-28
32. Reading Comprehension

(Part 1 of 4)

Definition: the capacity for understanding thoughts and ideas from words on a page. Applying what you have read and understood becomes the successful conclusion. 

7 Thinking Strategies Good Readers Use As They Read

1. Predicting – Predicting means to figure out what you are going to be reading about. The first part of a book you should look at is the title. Then make educated guesses. Good readers make predictions about thoughts, events, outcomes, and conclusions. As you read, your predictions are confirmed or denied. If they prove invalid, you make new predictions. This constant process helps you learn.

2.  Determining what is important – Identify themes and don’t focus too much on less important ideas or pieces of information. The main idea is the main reason that the story was written.

3. Drawing inferences – Inference means reading all the clues and making your best guess. Interpret facts and draw conclusions. Example: In Sleeping Beauty, the 6th fairy used her good wish to say the princess would not die, but would sleep for 100 years. From that, we can infer two things: she was loving and caring and wanted to protect the princess, but she was not powerful enough to completely negate the evil fairy’s wish.

32. Reading Comprehension

(Part 2 of 4)

4.  Using prior knowledge – Build on previous knowledge and experiences to help understand the text. Relate what you’re reading to what you already understand.

5. Asking questions – Wonder and inquire about the book before, during, and after reading. (See Literacy Activity “Think Aloud, Read Aloud.”)

6. Monitoring comprehension and meaning – Use an inner voice to think about whether the text makes sense or not. As long as the words make sense, you will continue to form new ideas. But if something you’re reading seems confusing, you should stop and try to figure out why. Good readers do not keep reading when they are confused. This may mean rereading a sentence or looking back at a previous page for clarification. If an unknown word is causing confusion, the definition may emerge through further reading. When good readers experience gaps in comprehension, they do not perceive themselves as failures; instead, they reanalyze the task to achieve better understanding.

7. Creating mental images – As you read, form pictures in your mind. For good readers, the words and the ideas on the page trigger mental images that relate directly or indirectly to the material. Images are like movies in your head, and they increase your understanding of what you read.

32. Reading Comprehension

(Part 3 of 4)

10 Ways to Strengthen Your Reading Comprehension

(For upper elementary through adults)

   1. Analyze the time and place in which you are reading. If you've been reading or studying for several hours, mental fatigue may be the source of the problem. If you are reading in a place with distractions or interruptions, you may not be able to understand what you're reading.

   2. Rephrase each paragraph in your own words. You might need to approach complicated material sentence by sentence, expressing each in your own words.

   3. Read aloud sentences or sections that are particularly difficult. Reading out loud sometimes makes complicated material easier to understand.

   4. Reread difficult or complicated sections. At times, in fact, several readings are appropriate and necessary.

   5. Slow down your reading rate. On occasion, simply reading more slowly and carefully will provide you with the needed boost in comprehension.

   6. Turn headings into questions. Refer to these questions frequently and jot down or underline answers.

   7. Write a brief outline of major points. This will help you see the overall organization and progression of ideas.

Continued on the next page

32. Reading Comprehension

(Part 4 of 4)

10 Ways to Strengthen Your Reading Comprehension 

(For upper elementary through adults)

continued

   8. Highlight key ideas. After you've read a section, go back and think about and highlight what is important. (Use a highlighter marker). Highlighting forces you to sort out what is important, and this sorting process builds comprehension and recall. 

   9. Write notes, in the margins or in a notebook. Explain or rephrase difficult or complicated ideas or sections.

   10. Determine whether you lack background knowledge. Comprehension is difficult at times, and it is impossible if you lack essential information that the writer assumes you have.

Sources

http://academic.cuesta.edu/acasupp/AS/300INDEX.HTM

http://k6educators.about.com/cs/languagearts/a/teachreading.htm
http://www.manatee.k12.fl.us/sites/elementary/palmasola/rcompstrat.htm
Note: Spin and Match books are great for comprehension for very early readers. But there are many others, as well, for all ages and levels of reading.
33. Reading to Babies (Part 1 of 2)
     (a) Most people read with babies on their lap, both facing the book. But if you turn an infant so (s)he is facing you and the book, it's a whole new experience! Babies will watch your face more than the book, and they will enjoy the experience in a different way. This is when you can vary the pitch, use different tones, and really “pop” some of the words for emphasis. (From consultant Cheryl Coffey)

     (b) “Babies know important things about language literally from the time they are born, and they learn a great deal about language before they ever say a word.” (The Scientist in the Crib, by Gopnik, Meltzoff, and Kuhl) Numerous studies confirm that reading to infants not only boosts speech and language development, but overall intelligence as well. When you read to your baby, you set the stage for a lifetime of literacy.
     (c) How do babies use books? Babies love to observe. Every time you read to your baby, you reinforce basic reading concepts, such as turning pages and following text from left to right. As you read a book together, point to the pictures, name them, and talk about them. As your infant grows, he will imitate you by turning pages or pointing to objects.

     (d) Babies also like to be spoken to. And books provide the perfect opportunity for them to learn about speech patterns and how to make sounds. When you read to your child, think of it as a conversation. Make the experience fun and interactive -- describe the colors you see, ask questions, convey emotions. Consider that each book is a new world for you to explore.
33. Reading to Babies (Part 2 of 2)
What kinds of books are best for infants?

• Newborns see things best from about a foot away -- or the distance from your face to your baby's while you're holding him. So it's best to select books with high-contrast images. 

• To stimulate older babies, look for books that require some manual dexterity. Lift-the-flap books, touch-and-feel books, and chunky board books sized for little hands are both fun and challenging. Books that offer a variety of textures introduce your baby to the difference between fuzzy and hard, smooth and rough.

• Most babies do not have the attention span required for lengthy picture books, so stick to simple text and rhymes accompanied by vivid pictures. 

• Sturdy construction is important, so you want books that will last!

Remember this: while babies aren't born book lovers, they are born learners. And the more you read to them, the more they learn! 

Source for both parts of this topic: 

“Why Babies Need Books,” an article by Kate Jack

34. Reluctant Readers (Part 1 of 2)

Young Reluctant Readers, 5 Suggestions

Sadly, research is showing a growing number of children 

are becoming apathetic readers. Some of these children are choosing not to read, not because it’s difficult, but because they don’t want to. 

For parents of a child who does not want to read:

(1) Listen carefully to your child when he shows an interest in something.  For example, if he tells you about a cool animal on the Discovery Channel or a new student who is coming to school from Japan, make a mental note. Call your personal Usborne consultant to help you find a book about that “hot topic!” Remember, a child’s interest fades quickly, so don’t wait too long to get a book! 

(2) Choice is a strong motivator.  Let your child choose some books that she likes. 

(3) Not too hard! Let your child read a few pages to you. If he misses 5 words out of 100, the book is too difficult for him to read by himself. Choose another book, or read it to him.

(4) Model reading in your home.  Set a time when the whole family reads together; then each of you can share something about what you read. 

(5) When you see some spark of interest, set small goals with your child, such as reading one page every night. Use chart paper and chart the nights she reads; then she can see for herself if she’s achieving her goal. 

Source www.lz95.lake.k12.il.us/curriculum/Readingtips/reading_tips_for_reluctant_reade.htm

34. Reluctant Readers (Part 2 of 2)

Reluctant Readers Whose First Language

Is Not English

In general, students learning to read English as a foreign language find it a difficult process, and as a result, they do not enjoy it. 

They are reluctant readers: good students, but with no interest in reading anything in English apart from their required assignments. 

The best answer is extensive reading, and Usborne has just the right kinds of books to fill that need! 

For more information: http://exchanges.state.gov/forum/vols/vol38/no3/p12.htm
35. Respect and Honesty: Learning Values from Characters in a Good Book
Beginning with the Farmyard Tales and continuing through other Usborne titles, basic human values are represented, not in an outward or “preachy” way, but in a subtle, unspoken, yet powerful way that can have a tremendous positive impact on children of all ages. Parents can provide books that are about good, decent people doing good, decent things.

Literacy benefit: relating to characters in a book makes reading an enjoyable experience, one that your child will want to repeat more and more often. 

Life benefit: Characters in a good book provide excellent role models. 

Rationale: With questionable role models in our daily newspapers, on television, and in the movies, we must make it a priority to teach our children basic human values. The best way to do that, of course, is to teach by example. But a good book can also be a powerful tool to help instill values in children. 

Consultants: find examples to share.

Source: Consultant Beckey Thompson

36. Science Corner:

Active, Hands-On Learning at Home!

(Part 1 of 2)

5 easy steps to simple science exploration
(1) Prepare materials. 

(2) Ask questions and predict – “What do you think will happen when…?” “What is this made of?” “What does this look like to you?” “What can we do to find out how this works?” 

(3) Try it; experiment! Let the children do as much of the activity as possible. Remember: If it’s not in the hands, it’s not in the brain! 

(4) Talk about the results, what happened when you tried it. Use words such as predict, observe, etc. 

(5) Document ~ Whenever possible, make a chart or a graph to document the results. Sometimes a journal or a notebook is a good way to keep track of a long-term experiment such as how plants grow with and without sunlight. Photos are great, too! 

36. Science Corner:

Active, Hands-On Learning at Home!

(Part 2 of 2)

Always include books!
(1) Use books to get ideas for experiments. Science Activities series, 100 Science Experiments, Big Book of Experiments 

(2) Storybook! There is often a storybook or a fiction adventure book that goes along with your science exploration topic. Examples: The Incredible Dinosaur Expedition, Puzzle Journey Under the Sea, The Story of Flying, The Ogs Discover Fire, The Rainy Day, Backyard, etc. 

(3) Both! It’s not always possible, but look for a storybook and an experiment book that are both related to the same general topic, e.g.: The Windy Day, and Science with Air.

“I didn’t know that!”
Share interesting facts or questions that come up during science exploration. Examples, from Science Activity series:

I didn’t know that flies taste food with their feet. They walk all over food to find out if it is good to eat. 


I didn’t know that an enormous kind of grass grows very fast in hot countries. In wet years it can grow 3 feet in one day! It’s bamboo! 


I didn’t know that workers who build things out of steel can get tiny splinters of steel in their eyes. So doctors use a special magnet to pull the splinters out.

37. Senior Citizens: “Buddy Up” with Young Readers ~ It’s a Win/Win!

Consultants: This specific program partnered seniors with disabled students. A similar project could involve senior citizens and children of any age or ability. Ask around your community and look for possibilities! This could open up a new avenue where you could make a positive impact on the community while you build your business!

Source: Senior Citizens Reading Buddy Program, www.njsba.org/members_only/publications/school_leader/2004107.html
Home Show tie-in: Research a few statistics about the benefits of multi-generational reading, and share them with your Home Show audience. Suggest that they choose some books for their own parents or grandparents to read to their little children. Suggest special times that could be set aside for this valuable experience, such as holiday visits, family reunions, picnics, birthdays, or just during the course of a regular visit. If your child is old enough to read, suggest turning the tables and having the child read to the grandparent! Suggest photos to add to the family scrapbook. 

Variation: Multi-generational reading can include people outside the family, such as church members, neighbors, residents of retirement homes and nursing facilities, hospitals, homeless shelters, women’s shelters, etc. 

Note: You may use these and other ideas with children who have developmental delays or physical challenges.

38. Spontaneous Reading Games

(Part 1 of 2)

We must not attempt to give our very young children formal reading lessons. Teaching is the flip side of what works. Teaching kills the fun. 

Parents have that laid-back, hang-loose, let’s-have-fun, relaxed-and-comfortable role that is so powerful in helping children first to love reading and then to be able to read by themselves. It all happens during read-aloud time! 

Play spontaneous reading games, off-the-cuff, unplanned, unexpected, unique to that one child at that precise moment. 

Remember: pressure on the child is absolutely forbidden! You are not allowed to say, “No, that’s wrong.” Losing the joy means losing the usefulness. 

Source: Reading Magic, by Mem Fox, pp. 56-58

Home Show Activity ~ See next page

38. Spontaneous Reading Games (Part 2 of 2)
Home Show Activity
“Here are some examples of spontaneous reading games. You will think of different ones as you read with your child.” 

5 volunteers, each takes one book & one slip of paper where you have written the description below. Each person demonstrates the reading game described on the papers. 

 (1) OOPS! Do something the “wrong way” so the child will laughingly correct you, e.g. start on the last page, turn the book upside down, or say “Once upon a time there were three bears” instead of “three pigs.” Book: Three Little Pigs 

(2) LOOK AT THE WORDS ~ Play a game: find all the common words on all the pages of a book, or find the longest word on the page. Book: Ted in a Red Bed 

(3) SILLY GAMES ABOUT LETTERS ~ e.g. That’s the letter M; can you find all the Ms on this page? What letter looks like a circle? Look, there’s the letter A! Your name starts with an A! Book: On the Moon 

(4) SAY IT AGAIN, SAM ~ Read repetitive books where the child can repeat sentences with you. Book: That’s Not My Dinosaur, or There’s a Dragon at My School
(5) HAVE THE LAST WORD ~ In a rhyming book, pause before the last word and let your child say the word that rhymes. (Hungry Fox sits on the xxx. [box]). Book: Fox on a Box, or Little Book of Nursery Rhymes 

Source: Reading Magic, by Mem Fox

39. Stages of children’s writing
We look at writing very differently than they did a generation ago. The things that young children seem to do naturally when given paper and markers are now viewed as true forms of writing. There are at least 6 different stages of writing. 

(1) Drawing: Children draw and “read” their drawings as a form of communication. 

(2) Scribbling: Young children believe they are writing when they scribble, and they often “read” what they have just scribbled. They often move the pencil like adults, making their scribbles from left to right. 

(3) Invented letters: Many young children make up their own letters. A circle with a line drawn from the bottom (resembling a lollipop) is a common invented letter. Again, they believe they are writing. 

(4) Random letters: As children become more aware of the alphabet, they often write the letters in long strings, usually at random. 

(5) Invented spelling: This takes many forms, but it is related to the sounds the child hears in each word. At the beginning of this stage, they may write one letter to represent one word. Later, words are represented by two letters – the first and last letter sounds. As the child’s writing continues to mature, most sounds are represented in their invented spelling. 

(6) Common spelling: The child begins writing more and more words spelled correctly. 

Source: Family-Friendly Communications, D. Diffily & K. Morrison, p. 52 

One thing to remember: These stages of writing are a natural progression in how a child learns. It is not necessary to correct everything they write! If showing them the right way would break the spirit of the moment, let it go. There are plenty of other times to point out how they could fix a word or a letter.
40. Storytelling

Make a microphone out of a small styrofoam ball and a pencil or ruler (or use a big spoon, or an actual microphone). Begin telling a story, then pass the microphone to the next person, who tells what happens next. Continue until everyone has had a turn, or until the story ends! Too many of today’s children aren’t comfortable thinking up things on their own, and they need to be encouraged to do so. This can be fun! (Don’t be surprised if the adults at your Home Show are reluctant or too embarrassed to do this. We all need to practice creative thinking!) Sample story starter, based on something familiar in Usborne-land or fairy tale: Once upon a time, the 3 bears had too much porridge, so they invited the 3 pigs to breakfast. As the guests were arriving, suddenly…

 “I often tell stories rather than read them. There is no book. There are no illustrations. And some of the children who listen, whose imaginations have been mashed by endless television watching, have a hard time creating the scenes and characters and events in their heads. Once in a hushed, desperate moment halfway through a story that I was telling, a child sitting at the back called out, ‘I can’t see! I can’t see!’ without realizing there was no book to see. Such a child, through no fault of her own, has a rusty brain at an early age and may never reach her intellectual potential.” 

Source: Reading Magic, by Mem Fox, pp. 135-136

41. Sustained Silent Reading
Take a book and enjoy it, with no interruptions! 

Sustained silent reading is based upon a simple principal: Reading is a skill, and the more you use it, the better you get at it. 

How effective is it? 

The highest scores (regardless of income level) are from children 


(a) who were read to by their teachers, and 


(b) who read the most pages for pleasure daily. 

The evidence is overwhelming, yet most children are neither read to nor experience SSR in the course of a school day. 

Source: Jim Trelease, author of the Read-Aloud Handbook 


      
www.trelease-on-reading.com/rah_chpt5–pl.html
42. The Autistic Child

(Part 1 of 3)

Autism can be summarized as this: a failure to reach all developmental milestones at the usual and appropriate time. Most milestones are delayed, a few are reached ahead, but all are out of order.  No milestone is reached unless a parent or therapist specifically teaches it. 

Autistic children are 5 times the work of a typical child, and parents need 5 times the patience, strength and wisdom to raise them! So please, be mindful of this as you talk with these parents. They are the experts in understanding their child, and you want to help them. 

If all children need good books to grow, then autistic children really need good books around them! Since Usborne Books are the most educational books ever made, they can really assist parents working with their special needs child. 

Source: Consultant Karen Richards, mother of an autistic son 

Email: Karen@readbooks2learn.com

42. The Autistic Child

(Part 2 of 3)


How to help parents of special need children (especially an autistic child) select books ~ Autistic children love non-fiction (fact based) with actual pictures (helps to understand the world around them) in a topic they are very interested in. (In our confusing world, they find comfort and order in those familiar, recognizable things.) Also, they usually love the computer (it’s predictable), so Internet-Linked books are great! 


Here is a list of skills and what books are very helpful. 

(a) Reading comprehension: Spin & Match 

(b) Learning language: first word board books, first word cards, everyday words sticker books, first 100 or 1000 sticker books, and even Your Baby Can Read DVD, which allows the child to see and hear words to reinforce speech 

(c) Sensory integration: all touchy-feely books 

(d) Visual discrimination: Find the Duck, Look and Say board books, and 1001 Things to Spot (more advanced) 

(e) Social stories: all first experiences stories 

(f) Motor planning: I Can  series (crayon, finger paint, draw ~ all teach doing something in steps) 

(g) Fine motor skills: I Can series (pincher grasp strengthening with fun pictures to draw), lift-the-flap and slot books 

Source: Consultant Karen Richards, mother of an autistic son 

Email: Karen@readbooks2learn.com

42. The Autistic Child 

(Part 3 of 3)

Additional list of book suggestions for children with autism, from Supervisor Christine Cheung, the mother of a 6-year-old autistic son:

1. Picture Books - the high picture-to-text ratio and length of sentences are ideal for a child with language delay/disorder. On the Moon was the first Usborne book that my son brought to me and asked me to read to him over & over. The illustrations also seemed to have a “calming” effect on him.

2. Rhyming Flap Books, such as Who's Making That Smell, which is still one of his top 3 favorites. The rhyming text builds his reading confidence and he LOVES the repetitive text because it's predictable and helps him memorize the story quicker (often, autistic children enjoy memorizing & repeating). Of course, the flaps keep him engaged and he also loves to search for the duck. (Side note: our spot & search books are too busy for him - he tends to avoid them; finding the duck is just enough for him). 

3. Learning Palette - a daily activity in our house. My son would choose “playing” with a Learning Palette over doing a workbook any day! The product is multi-sensory and interactive, both very appealing to a child with autism.  Working 1 card/1 section at a time makes it not overwhelming for him, and the self-correcting feature is great because it's simple and visual.

43. The Curse of Sitting Bull
Ancient Proverb: The child who is not active will be forever in his parents’ home. 

Modern Proverb: The kid who sits in front of the TV, the computer screen, and video games, or who lies in bed until dragged out by the hair will end up weak and uncoordinated, lazy and unmotivated, unable to think or solve problems, and fully expecting the world to be handed to him/her on a platter, silver or otherwise. 

And that, my friend, is the Curse of Sitting Bull. No matter how educational the TV shows are, or how many skills they can learn from the computer, a lack of physical activity affects the body and the mind! Let your children develop their muscles, their coordination, and their strength. GET UP! MOVE IT! LET’S GO! ONE MORE TIME AROUND THE BLOCK! 

Books that encourage physical activity: First Picture Playground Games, Little Ballerina Dancing Book, Happy Baby. Other books that inspire physical activity: Books about trucks, trains, diggers – run around and make the noises; Music books – dance around while someone plays the tunes on an instrument; Ballet books – dance; Soccer, riding – do the actual activity, or pretend to; Books about animals – pretend to be the animal – and the list goes on! 

 (Note: the proverbs are totally made up, and not in any way designed to cast aspersions on any culture. It’s all meant in good humor!)

44. The Gentle Path to Reading

Learn to read in the right order: First the whole story, then words, then letters. Why? Because children who have been endlessly entertained by wonderful stories have a joyful attitude toward learning to read. Knowing phonics is an important part of learning how to read. It is only a problem when the teaching of reading starts with phonics or focuses on phonics alone to the exclusion of everything else. 

Look at these books: There’s a Monster in My House, Surprise Visitors, The Fox and the Crow. What interests you the most – the story, the words, or the letters? Having to learn the ABCs first, before hearing enough stories, and before playing with words, puts the cart before the horse, and it makes learning to read an unpleasant chore. It’s like having to learn all the parts of a camera before being allowed to take a picture! 

So start with the stories, maybe a thousand or so, and let the rest flow naturally. It really works! 

Source: Reading Magic, by Mem Fox
45. The Reading Process

3 Types of Skills

(1) Motor skills: holding a book, turning the pages, touching & pointing to the pictures, clutching a beloved book close to one’s chest 

(2) Visual skills: looking at illustrations & interpreting their meaning, searching for details mentioned in the text, lingering over favorite images

(3) Language skills: names of objects, new vocabulary, questioning and wondering. 

Consultants: Always include the last 2 words: questioning




and wondering; those are the things that lead 




to higher-level thinking skills. 

Source: Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs, Revised Edition, S. Bredekamp & C. Copple, Editors

46. The Rhythm of Reading: Rhymers Will Be Readers!


(a) Songs & rhymes provide comforting rhythms in children’s early lives and also expose kids to gorgeous forms of language. They are a natural extension to the heartbeat of the mother and the rhythmic rocking of a child in loving arms or in a cradle. They can be read, recited, chanted, or sung in a soft, low voice whenever a child is sleepy or fretful. And they’re also fun to say and learn when children are wide awake and happy. 


(b) From songs, children learn words, sentences, rhythm, rhyme, and repetition, all of which they’ll find later in the books they read. Kids who can’t recognize the fact that two words such as bed and Ted rhyme (and there are many such kids) have a hard time learning to read, whereas those who can rhyme are able to make more inspired and more correct guesses about what a particular word might be when they’re reading. For example: Little boy blue, come blow your horn. The sheep’s in the meadow, the cow’s in the xxxx. Children familiar with the rhyme have no difficulty in reading the last word corn because it so obviously rhymes with horn. 

(c) The importance of getting songs and rhymes into children’s heads can’t be overestimated. This sounds easy enough to achieve, but it’s surprising and depressing to discover how many children come to school these days without even the most basic rhymes in their heads. 

Source: Reading Magic, by Mem Fox

47. Think Aloud ~ Read Aloud
Good readers sometimes ask themselves questions about the book before they begin. Ex: “I wonder why this dog looks so surprised?” 

Good readers sometimes stop to make a guess about what is going to happen next. Ex: Right after, “‘Open the palace gates!’ ordered the Emperor. ‘Let the royal procession begin.’” What do you think is going to happen? 

Sometimes we wonder how the characters are feeling. 

Ex: How do you think the Emperor felt when he realized 

he didn’t have any clothes on? 

Goal: self-initiated, active thinking ~ Example: The day after reading a book about a monkey and his balloon adventure, one little girl asked her 1st grade teacher, “Can we still talk about what we wonder?” It seems she was wondering how the balloon got there in the first place.

Think-aloud strategies increase comprehension, mathematical reasoning, scientific thought processes, social studies thinking, and personal organization skills.

Source: “Think Aloud,” by Jennifer Dorl, Young Children,

July 2007 

For more information: www.naeyc.org
48. Thousand Stories

(a) Experts tell us children need to hear a thousand stories read aloud before they begin to learn to read for themselves. Stop and think about that. Are we trying to teach children to read before they’ve heard enough books?

(b) How long does it take to hear 1000 stories? 1 STORY a DAY = 3 years, 2 STORIES a DAY = 2 years, 3 STORIES a DAY = 1 year. The ideal 3 a day are one favorite, one familiar, and one new, although any combination works. 

(c) When can you find the time to read 2 or 3 stories a day? Let’s brainstorm!

(d) You’ll love the way Mem Fox said this in her book, Reading Magic: The fire of literacy is created by the emotional sparks between a child, a book, and the person reading– not by any one of these, but by the relationship winding between all three, bringing them together in easy harmony. (p. 10) 
49. Tips for Busy Parents

Here are some ideas on how to keep books an important part of your everyday routines.

 (1) Put books in places your child will be. 

 (2) Carry books along. 

 (3) Put books beside the bathtub. 

 (4) Keep books in your child’s room. 

 (5) Have your child help with the grocery list. 

 (6) Read recipes. 

 (7) Read road signs while you’re driving. 

 (8) Use read-along CDs of books. 

 (9) Give books to your children as birthday gifts. 

(10) Read on snowy days. Write out a recipe for snow ice cream, and follow the directions. Read the book: The Snowy Day 

(11) Read before vacations; read about places you are going.

(12) Read during vacations. 

Source: Read to Me, by Bernice Cullinan, pp. 35-46 

Consultants: Plug in Usborne book titles in any or all of these helpful tips!

50. Vocabulary-Building Activities
It is important that your child understands the meanings of words and concepts in order to communicate effectively, express ideas, and follow directions. 

Two activities to do at home: 


(a) Explain it to me ~ Read to your child often. As you come across key words in the story, ask your child what the words mean. Example: “What does it mean to march?” “What is a princess?” “What is a spindle?” “What is a piglet?” “What does it mean to celebrate?” etc. 


(b) Another word for… While working around the house or spending time with your child, ask, “Give me another word for ______.” Use words such as pie, meat, doctor, woman, ball, happy, fruit, sad, etc. Then let your child have a turn choosing words for you. 

Source: Kindergarten Fun Book
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